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I wonder how long the shepherds were able to maintain their great joy 

over seeing the Christ child.

I wonder how long before their life returned to normal and the angels 

and the radiant infant in a manger were a nice but distant memory.

How long were they able to keep singing with the angels: 

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to people of good will”?

What about those who received the tidings of great joy from the shepherds?

Their reaction is amazement at what they are told.

Now, amazement is not the best of reactions in the Gospel of Luke---

in fact amazement is a temporary thing, here one moment and gone the next.

When Jesus gives his inaugural address in Luke’s Gospel 

in his hometown synagogue at Nazareth, those who listen are amazed.

But within a few minutes these same people who were amazed are filled with fury

at what Jesus says and rise up and take him to the edge of town,

ready to throw him off the highest hill.

Amazement is not belief---it is in some ways the farthest thing from belief.

What about us?

Did our experience of Christmas last more than just a single day?

Even if Christmas has stretched out more than one day this year, 

it soon will become a distant, nice memory until we do this all again, a year from now.

Remember, amazement at what God has done leads us nowhere.

How is it we can move into belief, deeper into friendship 

with the Christ being born in us?

Our lives are meant to be fundamentally and radically changed by the coming of Christ.

How can we be freed in the coming year from our slavery 

to the same old dead-end behaviors and attitudes 

and instead walk in newness of life as adopted brothers and sisters of Christ?

Mary, the Mother of God, shows us the way forward,

the way to believe and act on that belief.

St. Augustine said Mary conceived Christ first in her heart

before she conceived Christ in her womb.  

In her response to the Angel, she set in motion the Divine plan for us all.

“Let it be done to me according to your will” 
is the heart of the prayer her Son will teach his disciples:  “thy will be done.”

She hears God’s word, holds it fast in an honest and good heart

and brings forth fruit with patience.

This is what it means to be disciple of Jesus.

She listens, and ponders.

When she does not understand, she takes in the word 

and rather than refuse what she may not understand, 

she waits, ponders, listens, and remains open.

The good disciple may not always understand.

Sometimes what we find is not what we are looking for, not always perfectly clear to us, but we can learn from Mary how to make that work.

What Mary teaches she learns from her Son:  discernment follows commitment.

Understanding God’s will only comes from doing it.

You first decide to be obedient to God, and then you will understand God’s plan.

It is not the other way around.

We can never understand God’s plan until we have become obedient.

Jesus never understood or knew what the Will of his Father was 

until he became obedient and surrendered to it.

Mary had already done that before she conceived him.

We must learn from her:  this wise, prudent, faithful and model disciple.

We learn from the Mother of God and the Mother of the Church 

that we do not have to have everything figured out before we act.

We learn from Mary that we do not have to be 100% sure 

before making an important commitment in our life.

We  can then say with her help:  “Let it be done to me according to your will.”

In Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born of Mary, we see how God delights in humankind.

In Jesus, the Lord’s face shines upon us.

In that ancient blessing prayer from the Book of Numbers, 

we hear the plea that is fulfilled in Jesus:  “The Lord let his face shine upon you.”

The psalmist cry in Psalm 67---“May he let his face shine upon us”---

is answered in the babe born of Mary.

By the birth of the Son of God, we are reborn as children of God.

Jesus shows us how to relate to the God who delights in us as His children, 

by calling God, “Abba, Father.”

God the Father looks upon us with delight, marveling at the ways we love one another, 

at the ways we bring new life into the world and care for it.

God smiles upon us, his face lights up, every time we, like Mary, trust in His love 

and surrender to his saving will.

As we look back over the past year,

hopefully we can see even more clearly where God’s face shone upon us, 

where God danced with sheer delight and joy 

because of the generous, creative love flowing from our lives.

The marvel of the cosmic event of Christ’s birth, 
one that made the heavenly hosts praise God, 
occurred through poor pilgrims in a stable in a small town—
extraordinary grace in the ordinariness of life.

The same holds true for us—in the ordinary events of our lives the extraordinary 
presence and action of God is shining forth, if we but have the eyes to see.

But we can only do so, if we, like Mary, step back from the busyness of life 
and reflect on the events of each day, pondering what is happening in our life, 
meditating on where God’s face is shining most brightly.

Reflecting in this way with Mary our Mother will not only help us see 
where God’s face in Christ has shined upon us, but open us up to be more attentive 
in the future to where this might be happening. 

Before rushing headlong into the New Year, we pause and ponder what it means 

to be filled by God’s abiding presence, what it means to be Christ-bearers with Mary.

The same Holy Spirit that overshadowed Mary has fallen upon our lives 

and impregnated us with the life of God.

That knowledge should affect our attitudes, decisions and actions during 2012.

For the mystery of the Incarnation that Mary models for us 

is that God’s life dwells within each of us.

We reflect upon what it means to be a child of God 

and how we are called to live out of this remarkable knowledge.

If we but ponder more fully who we are, 

then perhaps we will act more like children of God.

Like Mary, we need to reflect on what has happened to us by God’s grace, 

and meditate on the mighty actions of God, pondering them in our heart.

And then, get to work, for this is much work to be done, 

many places where Christ can only be born in and through us.
