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He was just a boy actually.

The youngest with many siblings ahead of him.

There was not much chance he would amount to anything.

Being last in line, he did the job no one else wanted to do—tend the smelly sheep.

When the prophet Samuel came looking for the next king, 

the boy’s father did not even think of him.

Only after parading all his sons in their finery, boasting of their accomplishments, and having them dismissed by the prophet, 

did the father think of him out in the field.

She was just a young girl.

She lived in Nazareth.  

People used to ask:  “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”

She was a woman in a man’s world.

She knew nothing of freedom or choice.

Her life was set at the moment of her birth.

She was told where to live and with whom, traded probably for some livestock,

or maybe some lumber or furniture in a land at the edge of a desert without trees.

David and Mary stand before us on Advent’s fourth Sunday this year.

They are very much the same:  
unlikely candidates for anything great or significant.   

He was just a boy and she just a young girl.
Yet these are exactly the kind of people God seems to choose.

Again and again, the biblical stories point to God’s preference for 
the simple, the humble and the powerless.

It is in the end, how God will ultimately and finally even reveal himself: 
simply, humbly and as a powerless as an infant.

Those who are least impressive by human standards are the most favored by God when it comes to revealing God’s mystery.

Only those like David and Mary would find the message of the angel 
the least bit interesting or hopeful:  “Nothing is impossible with God.”

We cannot hear the message of this Gospel much less embrace its truth 

when we live in a “me first” culture.

David and Mary were not “first,” and no one in their time 

would have considered them “winners” or likely candidates for greatness.

Yet once they opened themselves to God, allowed the Providence of God 

to lead them, the two testaments of Scripture find no one greater.

David towers above all the figures of the Old Testament, 

and against him everyone else is measured.

Even in the New Testament, his name is mentioned more times 

than any other Old Testament figure.

Mary is the ultimate disciple, the perfect example of one who follows Christ 

and bears witness to the message of redemption and holiness.

The glory of Christmas came about by the willingness of an ordinary person

to obey God’s claim on her life.

God does not favor people because of any quality within them.

It is God’s nature to bestow God’s favor on the weak and undeserving. 

God grants favor to all who let the Gospel conceive new life in their hearts.

“Nothing is impossible with God,” is the Gospel we proclaim this season.

David knew it from the moment he stepped up to do battle with a huge Philistine with only a sling shot in his hand.

Mary knew it to be true, and so did old Elizabeth who is her companion today.

The two of them stand side by side—the young one and the old one.

The angel’s message is for everyone who may think they have been left behind: too young, too old, too poor, too late in life, or too sinful.

It is not so, proclaims the Good News---“nothing is impossible for God.”

The only thing that fouls up the plan of God is fear.

So, the words of Gabriel are very significant:  Do not be afraid--Fear Not.

Courage, that great virtue of a disciple is found, not in the absence of fear,
but in what we do in spite of it.

In our faith journey, there is this constant movement from fear to trust to surrender.

God dwells more and more fully in us and works through us when we acknowledge our deepest fears, then trust God’s promise to see us through, 

and finally surrender to the mighty mystery of God’s saving grace.

We have to be willing to have our safe, comfortable little world 

turned upside down when we say “Yes” to God’s word.

David’s world was turned upside down when he left the peaceful pastures 

and entered the throne room—his life would never again be the same, 

and surely he had to wrestle with many different levels of fear.

Mary’s world turned topsy-turvy because of her YES to God’s word: 

she risking nasty looks and poisonous gossip at her expense, 
she who became pregnant at the hands of someone other than her betrothed,
or so it seemed.

For the seeming impossible to happen in our life, 

we need to be willing to take a risk.

For God to use us to fulfill God’s plan for our life, 

we need to step out with courage

Divinity walks around in our midst in human life.

The message to Mary is directed also to us:  
God now takes up residence in human flesh.

More than in just her son, Jesus, but also we brothers and sisters of Jesus—
by baptism we have received this new life of God and in God, 
for God now dwells within us forever.

What is ultimately revealed to us in this Gospel is the mystery of how 

the Word takes flesh every day. 

Every life is visited by revelations and calls to commitment.

We either agree reluctantly, or we turn away in weakness and say, “Not me.”

Some would think that when this happens, God closes the gates 

and rescinds the offer.

I think Luke tells us this story because God sends another angel 

and still waits for our understanding and our consent.

For the God of David and Mary, the God of Jesus Christ, 

is daily calling us to new possibilities and new life.
