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Human beings cannot live without hope.

Unlike the animals, we are blessed—or cursed—
with the ability to think about the future.

Hope is essential to human life, for human beings cannot live without hope, without something to live for, without something to look forward to.  

To be without hope, to have nothing to live for, is to surrender to death in despair.

We can find all sorts of things to live for and we can hope for almost anything:  
for some measure of success or security; 
for our children, that they might be saved from our mistakes and sufferings
and find a better life than we have known; for a better world for future generations.

One of the reasons for the Advent Season is to learn what to hope for, 
to hope for big things, the most important things.
In fact, the hope that is the heartbeat of Advent is that Christ will come into our lives and into our world in a new and powerful way, setting us free 
from sin and despair and filling us new life.

During Advent, we do not pretend that Christ has not come, for he has, 
born into our world some 2000 years ago.

His coming in history as the Son of Mary is a partial fulfillment of God’s promises, immeasurably confirming and strengthening our hope.

Jesus has revealed to us that God is not afar off, but is already in our midst.

So, Advent is a time set apart when we break our normal routine 
and move into heightened alert to perceive more intensely the ways of Emmanuel, “God with us.”

The watchfulness that Jesus speaks about in today’s Gospel is not waiting in dread, 

Rather, it is attentive listening for the familiar footstep of the returning Beloved.

Yet, most of us find waiting very difficult.
We try to eliminate waiting as much as possible with fast food, express lines,
and speedier Internet connections.

Presently there is even a demand to eliminate the short wait of booting up 
one’s computer---Americans want their computer to be ready to go 
when they turn it on and not wait at all.

Yet we do wait for the most important things in life.

We wait nine months for the birth of a child.

Family members watch and wait at the bedside of a loved one who is dying.
Military families wait for the return of a loved one from a war zone, 
and parents await the return of a wayward adult child.

As we wait and watch for important things to happen, 
we are waiting and watching for the Coming One.

For he is the bringer of new life and he is the conqueror of death.

He is the one coming to reconcile those who are divided by resentment 
or bitterness, he is the Prince of Peace who alone can bring an end to war.

Jesus Christ comes to set us free from despair, to set us free from sin, 
to set us free from hatred and violence and war, to grant us lasting peace
and to put an end to suffering and pain and misery.

We are confident because he has already come to become one with us in all things but sin, that he will come to free us from the stranglehold that sin has in our lives.

We know that since he came in humility as the child of Mary 
and will come again in glory as King of Kings, 
that during the in-between time he continues to come in mysterious, hidden ways that only the eyes of faith can see.

So we are on the alert, watching and waiting for the coming of the Lord.

Advent is a time to examine how well we both embody Christ 
and watch for his presence in those we meet, especially those in greatest need.

We can become discouraged by how unlike Christ we have been.

We can feel like the exiles returning home to Jerusalem 
whom the prophet Isaiah speaks about, who lament,

“all of us have become like unclean people, all our good deeds are like polluted rags, we have all withered like leaves and our guilt carries us away like the wind.”

No matter what good we do, we cannot seem to avoid doing the bad.

We have no energy, no life, we are like withered leaves, 

blowing about in the wind.

We need someone more powerful than we to set us free.

So, we cry out, “Come Lord Jesus, Maranatha!  

Set us free from the power of sin and the guilt that comes from sin in our lives.”

Come and set us free.

Not only do we need a redeemer who can save us from our sin, 
we also need the King of Kings to give us courage and strength 
to do the daunting tasks that need doing.

We are like the exiles Isaiah talks about---although they have experienced 
God’s redeeming acts in bringing them safely out of Babylon, they now find daunting the task of reconstructing the Temple and lives in Jerusalem.

Their land is despoiled and their economic resources are puny.

We face similar challenges as a country and as a Catholic parish.

How to reconstruct our lives when so many people have lost so much 
in this year’s financial crisis?

How to rebuild our nation’s infrastructure of roads and bridges and dams 
and water supply—an immense task?

And what about raising up a Temple, a holy place for God in this parish, 
during such a difficult, challenging time?

Following the example of the returning exiles to Jerusalem 
who are unable on their own power to reshape the inner and outer muck 
of their lives, we give ourselves over to the Divine Potter saying, 
“we are the clay and  you the potter; we are all the work of your hands.”

Only God can remold us into a faith-filled and hope-filled people 
during such a challenging time.
In the end, it is not we but God who is faithful and watchful.

It is God who shepherds us with gentle strength, 
God who tenderly cares for us like a vinedresser cares for his vineyard.

No matter what our circumstances, the Divine Potter can mold us 

into watchful and hopeful disciples.

He can shape us into empty bowls, open and waiting,

to be proper containers for His love.

God the Divine Potter can reshape our shattered lives and broken hearts.
