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Fear sometimes prevents us from sharing the gifts we have been given.

Some of us allow fear to paralyze us, blocking us from using our talents for others.

Look at the third servant in today’s parable.

He does not do something bad---

rather he is chastised for not taking a risk in doing the good.

This servant plays it safe.   

In Jesus’ day, burying money in the ground 

was a perfectly acceptable method of safeguarding valuables.  

According to rabbinical tradition, anyone who buried money

that had been put into his or her care would no longer be liable for its safety.  

The servant had protected the owner of the money by keeping it safe. 

He is prudent and careful.  Something more, according to Jesus, is required.
This servant, however, lives out of fear even when gifted.

He is afraid to take the risk of using the gift he has been given.

He is a victim of his own fright.  

He invokes fear of his Master as his defense.

This servant has a distorted view of his Master.  

He thinks his Master is demanding, a hard man---but this is not the kind of Master

who would entrust his servants with such huge sums of money.

(A talent is a monetary measure representing 15-20 years of hard work—a huge sum.)

No, the Master just wants to see a good thing shared, used, developed, increased.
The fear-filled servant says to his Master, “Here is your talent back.”
But the Master does not want what is his back.

He wants what is ours, what we’ve done with what we have been given.

The woman whose praises are sung in the reading from Proverbs, 
shows how to properly use the Master’s gifts, how to “fear” the Lord in the proper way.
This worthy wife, who represents the ideal Wisdom figure, is industrious and valiant,
and her courageous, generous use of her gifts is rooted in her fear of the Lord.

Her fear of the Lord is not a paralyzing fear, but a fear that sets her free.

Her fear is rooted in reverence, in awe, in the understanding that everything she has 
is a gift from God, even her own life.

Her life is a gift from God.

What she does with her life is her gift back to God.

We servants of the Lord know he will return one day 

and demand an accounting of the life we have been given---how have we spent it?

This Sunday we learn how to wait for his return, how to be prepared—

we are to wait actively by wisely and generously using all the Lord has given us.

The time of waiting is therefore a period of opportunity, of active engagement, 

of creative growth.

Instead of playing it safe, burying our gifts and our lives along with them,

the time of waiting is marked by bold and faithful discipleship, by taking risks.

Bold discipleship is marked by a fear that is different from the fear

that paralyzed the one-talent servant.

Bold discipleship is marked by fear of the Lord.

Fear of the Lord denotes profound awe and amazement 

before the tremendous marvels of God.

It is the kind of fear that accompanies wonder at something amazing
rather than dread in the face of mistreatment.

The disciple who fears the Lord acknowledges God’s sovereignty and power 

and lives in accord with the order established by God.
Thus, we who fear the Lord are full of wonder and awe at how the love of God 

is at the center of all existence, constantly amazed that God’s love has brought us to life and gifted us with so many gifts.

This kind of holy fear reveals God to be the source of all we have,

so what we have is not our own, it belongs to another.

Thus, God will require an accounting for how we have spent our life. 

Those who are afraid of failure, afraid of losing what they have, 

who even fear they are not loved by God, do not take any risks at all.
Therefore, they bury themselves—they are the walking dead.

Leaving a dead-end, lifeless job to look for a new job is risky business.

Marriage is full of risks---it is much safer to stay single.

To be a parent takes bold faith today---it’s much easier to not have children.

To step forward and say, “I want to serve the Church as a deacon” is a risk of faith—

it would be much easier and safer to remain anonymous.

Building a new church---big risk---much safer to just get by with what we have.

Playing it safe seems to be a much easier approach to life, 

but what kind of life is the result of refusing to take the risks that faith entails?

For those who truly fear the Lord, who are filled with wonder at the ever-creative, 

always present life-giving love of God, playing it safe is not an option---

the bold risks that faith entails are to be faced and embraced.

Holy fear of God leads to bold deeds of love, and losing one’s life in service of others.

We must spend and be spent---holding nothing back in love of God and others.

God in Christ Jesus is the great risk-taker who risks all to gain all.

God risks everything to bring us to the banquet table of His Kingdom.

Emptying himself of glory, Jesus does not play it safe,

but is born on earth to give himself away in love for others.

Becoming human like us in all things but sin, Jesus risks everything out of love for us.

God has confidence in us and believes in us.  

How can we not have confidence, belief in this God?

God says, “I trust you, I risk all for you.  

Trust me in return to love you, to forgive you, to work with you, to be with you.

BE BOLD.  BE STRONG in using the abundant gifts I have given you.”
We have been entrusted with a treasure, God’s life and power flowing through us.

It comes from the One who has made an awesome investment in us,

the investment of God’s own self in Jesus Christ, poured into us through the Holy Spirit.

To refuse to risk ourselves in using our gifts is a refusal to trust in God.

Like the master in the parable, our God gives gifts to each of us according to our abilities.

Our future, therefore, does not rest on how many talents we have been given

or how grand they are, but how we use what God has given us

while awaiting the Master’s return.
