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If we only stay at the literal level of this Gospel, we cannot make sense of it all.
The only way to understand this Gospel is to realize it is an allegory.

The king is the Heavenly Father, the son for whom the king is throwing a wedding feast is Jesus, the Son of God.  

The invited guests who refuse to come are the chief priests and elders of the people 
and others who refuse to respond to Jesus’ invitation—they reject him.

The people who are not on the first invite list who are then dragged in off the road, 
are the tax collectors and prostitutes and other “great” sinners,
who respond to Jesus’ invitation to enter the Kingdom of God.

These people also stand for the Gentiles (non-Jews) who are invited to the wedding feast.
But what about the man who gets tossed out for not wearing his wedding garment?

Remember --- this parable is an allegory. 

We are not talking about someone who was dragged off the street into the banquet 
and did not have time to change his clothes from work clothes to wedding clothes.

Besides, the wedding garment is not referring to clothes that are appropriate to wear 
to a wedding, but rather the garment that the wedding couple would wear---
the special garment of the bride or groom, showing they are entering into a special union.

The import of the message is this—we are invited to the wedding feast of the Son of God, this Holy Eucharist.  
We come not as spectators, not as onlookers, but as active participants in this banquet 
that signifies God’s marriage with humankind.

At this feast, the Son of God gives himself into our hands 
and we respond by joining our lives to his, uniting our lives to his.

We are not a guest here—we are called to step forward into the center of the action, 
for God is calling us into divine union.

But, concretely, how do we give our very self to the bridegroom, to the Son of God?
Concretely, we put on our wedding garment, we enter into union with God, 
not only by our full, active and conscious participation in this feast 

but also by giving of our material resources.

All the sacrifices made to obtain those material resources--the time and the talent 

and the effort we have sacrificed—is joined to Christ’s saving sacrifice.
That is why these gifts are brought to the altar and placed at the foot of the altar, 
as a sign of the gift of our very self, united to the Son of God at this altar, 
so that as he offers Himself to the Father, we are joined to Him 
in that sacrificial and saving offering.

St. Paul, in the conclusion of his letter to the Philippians, 
expresses his thanks for their gifts given to him. 
However, Paul notes that they are called to share their resources 
because sharing is a blessing to them. 
Writing to the Christians in Philippi while he is in imprisoned for the Gospel, 
Paul tells them it was “kind of them to share in my distress.” 
The lectionary cuts out the next four verses, so we do not get to hear verse seventeen, 

a very important explanation from Paul:  
“It is not that I am eager for the gift 
but that I am eager for the profit that accrues to your account.”
Paul’s understanding of giving is this:  the need that motivates Christian giving 
is not on the part of the receiver, but rather on the need of the giver to give.  
It is not so much that God needs our gifts or that others need to receive them 
as it is that we need to give.

The basic way that we express our awareness of God’s generosity toward us 
is by sharing our resources.  
As we give, we become more and more aware of all that God has given us.

That in the bridegroom, the living Son of God, we are blessed 
with the glorious riches of his saving love.

That our Heavenly Father will fully supply whatever we need.
When we face tough economic times, we are tempted to closely guard what we have, 
and to forget that our Heavenly Father is the giver of all that we do have 
and have been given. 
When we face a financial crisis, we are tempted not to trust 
in God’s goodness and generous love.

But it is at those times, more than any other, that we are challenged by God 
to continue to give, to enter more fully into union with the Lord Jesus 
who became poor that we might become rich in God’s mercy.
St. Paul knew this to be true.  
Whatever his circumstance, whether living in abundance or living without, 
Paul trusts that God will fully supply whatever he needs.

His capacity for coping comes from the Lord who strengthens him in every circumstance.

Remember Paul writes this letter to the Philippians while in jail---he knows what it means to trust in God’s providence, that he can do all things in the Lord who strengthens him.
Constantly needing more is not part of the Christian way of life.

St. Paul’s example suggests that it makes more sense to limit our material requirements, sometimes to do without entirely, so that we can give attention more fully 
to the work of the Lord.
For if we want to enter the wedding banquet of the Lord at the end of time, 
if we want to rejoice at the wedding feast of the Lamb for all eternity, 
then we will clothe ourselves for entry not with all the stuff we have held onto,
but with whatever we have given away.
