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As the word “advent” suggests, this season of the church’s year has to do with “coming.”

During these 4 weeks the Church’s liturgy invites us to prepare to celebrate 
Christ’s first coming into the world at Christmas, 
but it also directs our attention toward the 2nd coming of Christ at the end of time.

In fact, the theme of Christ’s 2nd coming is more prominent in Advent 
than is the Christmas theme.

This Sunday we meet John the Baptist in the Gospel.

He’s a strange figure, strangely clad and strangely fed, but a man with a message.
And the message is:  Change your way of life and get rid of your sins 
because somebody very important is on his way here.

John’s message found fulfillment in the beginning of the public life of Jesus, 
but it also applies to the 2nd Coming of Christ 
to which we give our attention during the season of Advent.

It is to this 2nd coming that the 2nd Reading from the 2nd Letter of Peter addresses.

This is the only time in the Church’s three-year cycle of Sunday readings
that we hear from the Second Letter of Peter.  

It is not addressed to a specific community, as are Paul’s letters, 
but is a kind of general exhortation in letter form.
Scholars think that it is among the last books of the New Testament to have been written.

In the section of the letter that we hear today, the author seems to be addressing 
some skeptics who held that God is a distant God who is not involved in the world.

These skeptics think: “Nothing has ever changed and nothing is going to change.  
There’s not going to be any ‘2nd Coming’ of Jesus.”

In response, the author offers what has been called a “theology of delay.”

Delay of the 2nd Coming does not mean that it is not going to occur.

Rather, God’s idea of time is not our idea of time, and if God seems to be taking too long to fulfill his promises, it’s in order to give us time to get ready.

But “the day of the Lord” will come, not when we expect it but when God has planned it.

And will there be change?  Everything will be changed!

The world that we know will be purified and transformed into 
a “new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”

In the meantime, we are to conduct ourselves in 
“holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming day of God.”
First of all, we are to wait.

The waiting is not the passive waiting of someone in an airline terminal, 
but the alert waiting by someone on a mission.

Christian patience, Advent patience is the opposite of passive waiting 
in which we let things happen and allow others to make decisions.
Patience practiced in this way means to enter actively into life, into the thick of life, 
and to fully bear the suffering within and around us.  
The word “compassion” could be read as “com-patience.”

The words “passion” and “patience” both find their roots in the Latin word, “pati,” 
which means “suffering.”

The compassionate life could be described as a life patiently lived with others.

Patience understood in this redemptive way is the capacity to see, hear, touch, taste, 
and smell as fully as possible the inner and outer events of our lives.

It is to enter our lives with open eyes, ears, and hands 
so that we really know what is happening.  
To be present to the present moment.
Patience, in this Advent sense, is an extremely difficult discipline 
precisely because it counteracts our unreflective impulse to flee or fight.

When we see an accident on the road, something in us pushes the accelerator.

When someone approaches a sensitive issue, something in us tries to change the subject.

When a shameful memory presents itself, something in us wants to forget it.

And if we cannot flee, we fight.

We fight the one who challenges our opinions, the people who question our power, 
and the circumstances that force us to change.

Advent patience requires us to go beyond the choice between fleeing or fighting.

It is the 3rd and most difficult way.

It calls for discipline because it goes against the grain of our impulses.

Patience in this way means staying with it, seeing it through, listening carefully 
to what presents itself in the here and now.

Patience means stopping on the road when someone in pain needs immediate attention.

Patience means overcoming the fear of a controversial subject.

It means paying attention to shameful memories and searching for forgiveness 
without having to forget.

It means welcoming sincere criticism and evaluating changing conditions.

In short, Advent patience is a willingness to be influenced 
even when this requires giving up control and entering into unknown territory.

Patience opens us to many different people, all of whom can be invited 
to taste the fullness of God’s presence.
Patience opens our hearts to small children and makes us aware that their early years 
are as important in God’s compassionate eyes as the later years of adults.

It makes us realize that it is not the length of one’s life that counts but its fullness.

Patience opens our hearts to the elderly and prevents us from the clock-time judgment that their most important years have passed.

Patience opens us up the sick and dying and allows us to sense 
that one minute of really being together can remove the bitterness of a lifetime.

Patience allows us to take ourselves less seriously
and take God’s providential love more seriously, for patience practiced in this way 
makes us loving, caring, and always grateful for the abundance of God’s gifts.

While we wait for the coming of the Son of God, of the day of the Lord, 
we are also hastening that coming by conducting ourselves in “holiness and devotion.”

“Holiness” is something that we are all given through the generosity of God.

We are holy because Christ lives in us and because we live in Christ.

Similarly, “devotion” is not just a matter of saying certain prayers 
or engaging in certain practices like saying the rosary or visiting the Blessed Sacrament.

In the Christian tradition of spirituality, 
devotion means dedication and loyalty to the Lord.  

It’s another name for religious consistency.

Consequently, when the author of 2nd Peter calls us to conduct ourselves 
“in holiness and devotion,” he is calling us be aware of who and what we really are 
and to behave accordingly.

He’s calling us to be alert to Christ’s life in us and to carry out with consistency 
the implications of that life in circumstances of our own particular situation.

Because God is depending on us, like God depended on John the Baptist, 
to prepare the way for the coming of His Son.
